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Meeting Highlights
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 On Tuesday, July 9th, the Wright Flyers held the 
regular monthly members meeting at the flying field in 
Montissippi Park. This was the second outdoor 
meeting of  the flying season. 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:12 PM by 
president Garth Landefeld. There were four officers 
and four members present. The minutes of the June 
meeting as published in the July Club newsletter were 
approved without additions or changes.
 Perry Dziuk gave a treasury report. Since last report 
there have been payments to Aqua Green Lawn 
Service totaling $235.14 for two field cuttings. The 
latest monthly portable toilet rental of $77.59 has also 
been paid. That leaves the treasury at a balance of 
$4663 .58 . Ga r th submi t t ed expense s fo r 
reimbursement from the June Fun Fly of  $250. 
 The field was last mowed by the lawn service on 
Monday, July 8th, for the fourth time so far this 
season.
 Garth will bring grills, condiments and water for the 
club grill & Fly on July 20th. The alternate date for 
inclement weather is July 21st but Garth cannot attend 
so will have to make arrangements for someone to 
bring the supplies if the alternate is needed. There will 
be a prize drawing for a RealFlight 6.5 Simulator and a 
Goldberg Falcon EP plane that Joel Dirnberger is 
donating. 
 The next club function after the grill & fly is a swap 
and fly on August 24th.
 The meeting adjourned at 7:27 PM.

The next meeting is scheduled for 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, August 13th, 

2013. It will be held at the Montissippi 
Flying Field.

Upcoming Events
WFRC Swap & Fly - The Wright Flyers are 
holding a swap meet, fun fly and lunch on Saturday, 
August 24th, at the club field in Montissippi Park on 
the northwest side of Monticello MN. All AMA pilots 
are welcomed to fly at the field that day.
Electric Fly - Anoka County RC is holding their 
annual electric fly open to all AMA pilots on Saturday, 
September 7th, at their club field in East Bethel. Flying 
starts as soon as the sun is out of your face in the 
morning. Lunch will be served.
Big Sky Hobby Swap Meet - Join us for our 
next swap meet on Sunday, September 15, 2013, from 
8am to noon. The store will be open, and a 
complimentary brunch will be available inside. Plus, 
we'll be giving away some more great prizes! 3402 
Federal Dr, St Paul, MN 

Reflections-Watts Over Owatonna
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 After 3 years of trying, I was finally able to schedule 
my summer activities to accommodate a visit to one of 
the most well attended flying events here in the 
midwest. This year the Southern Minnesota Model 
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Aircraft Club opened their field on Thursday, August 
1st, and ran through Sunday, August 4th. Even though 
this is solely an electric powered fly event, in this day 
and age, there really was no limit to what there was to 
see and fly. 
 The field layout and acreage that the SMMAC has 
for their site is worth the price of admission itself. 
And there were lots of pilots coming through the 
gates, I was one of 150 some pilots registered for the 
weekend. There were a surprising number of attendees 
camping at the field (estimated 15-20) even though it is 
termed as primitive conditions (limited electric and a 
few portable toilets). 
 The heart of the facilities is a fabric mat runway 
surface that is about 40 feet wide and about 700 feet 
long. And that is surrounded by an ample buffer of 
smooth mowed grass on all sides. Even with the great 
weather and all those pilots, it was easy to put in many 
flights at this fine facility. The event staff allowed eight 
flight stations along the runway and used 3-4 flight line 
marshals to keep flying operations functioning 
smoothly. I have been to events with half as many 
pilots as this event had and not been able to fly as 
much as I was here at Watts Over Owatonna. 
 I probably spent more time walking back and forth 
to my “hanger station” than in the queue for the 
flight-line. I brought five fixed wing and two rotary 
aircraft and had a tough time keeping up my battery 
charging capacity with my flying. The alternative would 
have been to spend a little less time flying and a little 
more shopping at the vendor booths but the event 
inspired me to take advantage of the flying time as 
much as I possibly could.
 When you throw in at least a half dozen RC product 
vendors, food concessions, demo flying and hundreds 
of planes that people brought but didn't necessarily fly 
it was nearly impossible to find time to relax from 
morning to night. Then on Saturday evening after the 
sun went down, a whole fleet of planes lighted up the 
night sky for a couple of hours. Our own WFRC 
member, Joel Dirnberger, offered anyone interested 
stick time with his Radian powered glider which was 
amply lighted to give you the feel for successfully 
flying in the dark. And all the people putting in a flight 
were entered in a raffle for lighting hardware and a 
grand prize of  a receiver-ready BluFO night flyer.
 There were plenty of daytime prize drawings for 
both registered pilots and anyone wanting to buy into 
a raffle drawing for planes and equipment donated by 
many noted RC vendors. And for a modest price, the 

staff of the event served up a sit down steak dinner 
right there in the concession area on Saturday.
 This is indeed a big event worthy of a day or two of 
my life in model aviation, especially since it is virtually 
in our own back yard.
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Montissippi Field report
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 The entrance to the park from Highway 75 has been 
subject to construction of all sorts this summer. It 
appears that it is now complete with no problems 
accessing the field. The gravel road into the field has 
been graded recently so that the washouts, ruts and 
washboard is mostly gone. A contractor who 
destroyed the sign our club had at the fork in the 
entrance road while installing a branch to the park's 
walking path has contacted us about getting a 
replacement sign for us to put back up.

 The dry weather during July appears to have slowed 
down the weed and grass growth but recent rains may 
get them going again. Jeff Nelson is finally off the 
marathon outage at the nuclear plant and will try to 
keep abreast of the field conditions as part of his club 
office duties. With his absence as a regular flier as well 
as many other of the club members this season, the 
occasional users of the field may have encountered 
some “shaggy” conditions as compared with the 
previous year. As always please let us know if the field 
conditions are deterring you from enjoying flying. 
After all its not just a dog park.
 
 

If you have news or ideas for articles you would like to 
see, you can email me at jedweb@charter.net or call me at 

763-263-3577. Jean Davids

Café Express 
Want club logo apparel & other items? Shop here: 

http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc. 
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... ........................Safety Off   Jeff  Nelson  763-295-2575
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